Discussion Questions – Many Waters
1.  Characters often see things in different ways.  In what ways do you think the story might have differed, if Cody and Lisa’s positions had been reversed?  For example, do you think Cody would have reacted the same way, if Layla had ordered him to break up with Lisa?
2.  Both Cody and Lisa have to struggle with personal issues as well as relationship difficulties.  In what ways do you think their personal histories affected the way they related to each other?
3.  Cody says that his dearest wish is to find his one and only true love and settle down to farm and have a family at Goliad, his ancestral home.  Why do you think he had this wish?

4.  Lisa has a love for symbolism which is partly expressed through painting and poetry, but also in the way that she talks about the world.  Discuss some of the symbolism used in the book, such as Cody’s high school ring or the cup used at the wedding.
5.  Miss Josie never told Cody about the curse he was under or mentioned the Guardian Stone, even though she knew these things for years.  Do you think it’s ever all right not to tell someone certain things, even when it directly affects them?  Give examples.  

6.  Some of the mysteries in the story are never explained, such as what happened to Layla, or the meaning of Lisa’s dream.  What do you think about these things?  Explain what you think they mean.
7.  Brandon says that God loves reflections.  Explain what you think he meant by this and the ways it might apply in everyday life.
8.  There were several times during the story when Cody and Lisa were forced to confront their deepest fears and have courage.  What are some times when you or someone you know has had to do this?
9.  Lisa says that love and beauty are linked forever in the soul of man, and this is why boys yearn after beautiful things.  Explain what you think she meant by this.  Do you believe this is true?

10.    The "theme" of a story is the underlying message or messages about life the author is trying to convey.  It is the lesson or moral of the story, such as “Love conquers all”.  What do you think the overall theme of Many Waters might be?  (There can be more than one.)

11.  Cody says that he loves the way there’s so much depth and richness to the world beyond what the eye first sees, and that a man could live his whole life awash in wonders, if he only knew.  Discuss this idea.  Explain what you think Cody meant, and give examples. 

12.  Jenny says that it’s impossible for boys and girls to be just friends and no more.  Do you agree with this statement?  Give reasons for why you think as you do.

13.  Cody says that greatness of heart (courage and self-sacrifice for the sake of love) is the most beautiful thing there is, because it’s a reflection of God.  How do you feel about this idea?  Do you agree?  Tell about someone you know who has displayed greatness of heart.  
14.  Cody also says that there’s nothing dearer to God’s heart than a son or daughter who sees nothing but heartache as the result of obedience, and then obeys anyway.  Discuss this.  Are there times when you’ve had to do something very difficult for God, which you didn’t want to do?  How did that experience turn out?

15.  Lisa says that love with strings attached is worthless.  Do you agree with this idea?  Why or why not?

16.  Brandon says there are people who would like to stamp out every memory of Heaven on earth.  Why do you think anyone would want to do this?  How would you respond to such a person?
17.  Several times, Cody and Lisa discover that things are not what they seemed at first.  Give examples from the text. 
18.  Cody says that God delights to give us all the good things we wish for, and even more than we wished for.  Give examples of a time when God has richly blessed you beyond what you asked for.

