Discussion Questions - Cry for the Moon

1. Zach has grown up all his life in a family of werewolves, and yet chooses not to accept that kind of life for himself. Have you ever had a serious disagreement with someone important to you? If so, how did that make you feel?

2. Zach says that making choices isn’t always easy, even when you know what you want. What do you think he meant by this?

3. In order to escape from the werewolf curse, Zach decides to run away from home and find his uncle Justin in Texas, whom he has never met. Do you think this was a wise plan? What else might Zach have done instead?

4. In Sulphur Springs, Zach is mostly afraid of the people who might feel sorry for him and try to help. What do you think about this? Give examples of how it might be possible to want to help someone and yet end up doing them more harm than good.

5. After hearing Zach’s story, Justin agrees to let him stay. What are some of the dangers Justin faced by making this choice? Would you have handled the situation any differently?

6. Zach is forced to give up many things by running away, but he also gained some things. Do you think his choice was worth the price he paid? Why or why not?

7. At one point, Zach says that you should never cry for the moon; that is, you shouldn’t wish for things which are impossible. How do you feel about that statement? Do you think it’s wise, or do you think it might lead people to give up too easily when things seem difficult?

8.  Justin tells Zach that it might help him deal with his feelings if he takes the time to write down his story and work it out on paper. In what ways do you think this might be helpful to someone who is struggling with a difficult problem or painful memories?

9. Although Eileen’s feelings are not discussed very much, how do you think she might have felt about Justin’s decision to let Zach move in? What do you think Justin and Eileen might have said to each other about this issue?

10. Zach finds it hard to understand why his family won’t even talk to him after he runs away. Why do you think they reacted in that way?

11. Why do you think Justin chose to leave Wolfe City after his grandparents passed away, even though he’d lived there in the same house for his entire life?

12. Several times, Zach has to come up with ways to survive and solve problems while he’s on the run. Are there any times when you think he could have made better choices or done things differently? Be as specific as you can.

13. Zach does several odd jobs to help him earn money, including raking leaves and cleaning out garages. What are some other things he might have done to earn money?

14. Several experiences in Sulphur Springs make Zach sad, including visiting Stonewall Street and seeing the Christmas decorations up. Are there any places you’ve ever visited that made you sad or caused you to have other strong feelings? What were those places and why did they make you feel that way?

15. Zach has a hard time deciding what he really thinks about God near the end of the book, although he doesn’t say much about it. What are some of the doubts and thoughts you think he might have had?   
Discussion Questions - Behind Blue Eyes

1. Zach finds himself in a completely unexpected situation when he is kidnapped from his back yard, yet he manages to keep a cool head and think quickly. How do you think you might react, if something similar happened to you?

2. When he overhears Cameron getting slapped, Zach decides to see if he can help him escape also, even though they are complete strangers at the time. How would you have felt in this situation if you were Zach? Would you have handled the situation any differently?

3. Cameron is fourteen years old, and yet he hasn’t become a loup-garou yet. Why do you think the wolves haven’t cursed him yet?

4. When it begins to seem that Cameron might come to live with them permanently, Zach finds that he has mixed feelings about that idea, and even some jealousy. How would you feel if you suddenly had a new brother or sister you didn’t expect?

5. Many times, Zach struggles with the thought of whether he should trust God in difficult circumstances. Have there ever been times when you have had to trust God even though it wasn’t easy? Talk about those times, or imagine a time when you might have to face that kind of situation.

6. Justin says that sometimes we have responsibilities even when we didn’t choose them or didn’t want them. Do you agree with that idea? Explain why or why not.

7. Zach says that we conquer through love, or not at all. Explain what you think he meant by that idea.

8. When Zach reads the story of Joram Ross, he is inspired to think that he could do something similar. Has there ever been a time when a story you read or a person you knew inspired you in some way?

9. In Longview, Zach says that Justin gave him courage when he was scared to do what needed to be done. Have you ever had to do something that was scary? Talk about that time, and explain who or what you think helped you to overcome your fear.

10. Zach uses the last of the water to save Cameron’s life in Lebanon, even though he thinks this will mean giving up on his plan to destroy the wolf-stones. Would you have made the same choice, or would you have taken the chance on making it to the hospital in time? Explain your thinking.

11. The werewolves seem willing to fight tooth and nail to preserve their stones and their Curse. Why do you think they are so determined to preserve these things?

12. There are no records of what happened to Daniel Trewick after he suddenly stopped writing in his journal. What do you think might have happened to him?

13. Justin says that one of the reasons he loves Eileen is because her heart is even more beautiful than her face. Explain what you think he meant.

14. Zach says that at the heart of darkness, there’s always a nugget of gold. Explain what you think this means. Do you agree or disagree with this idea?

15. While reading the journal, Zach says that he always hoped his family members would turn out to be people who were good and brave and who loved God. The fact that they were not that kind of people was a crushing disappointment to him. Has there ever been a time when someone you admired let you down? If so, how did that affect the way you felt about that person?
Discussion Questions - More Golden Than Day

1. After first meeting Jolie at the fair, Zach comments that things are not always what they seem. Has there ever been a time when you experienced something which wasn’t what it seemed to be at first?  

2. When Jolie first offers him the job as a werewolf hunter, Zach is thrilled and longs to say yes, but later has second thoughts about the idea, partly because he isn’t sure it actually has anything to do with breaking the Curse. Have you ever felt a calling from God to do something? If so, what was it and how did it make you feel?

3. After visiting the Goldens’ mobile home, Zach feels sad and can’t understand why anyone would want to do them harm. Have you ever felt sorry for someone you didn’t know? If so, talk about that experience.  

4. Zach talks several times about how much he loves baseball and hopes to play for the Texas Rangers someday, and maybe then become a writer. What are some things you hope to do someday?

5. For a long time, Zach is uncertain about whether Jolie really likes him or whether she might simply be using him for her own purposes. Why do you think he feels this way? Are there any events in his past which might affect the way he sees things? 

6. After a while, Zach begins to think that perhaps being a werewolf hunter is almost as bad as being a werewolf. Do you agree with that opinion? Why or why not?

7. At one point, Zach mentions that the only reason we ever love anybody or anything in the world is because they remind us of God in some way, like the reflection of the sun in a dew drop. Discuss this idea and how it might apply to people you know and love. Do you agree with this idea, or do you think there are exceptions?

8. Marc Doucet grew up among werewolf hunters all his life, and yet chose to betray them and become a werewolf himself. Why do you think he might have done this? 

9. On Mont Mouchet, Zach says that there are only three questions a man ever needs to ask; what is the nature of God, what things are worth living for, and what things are worth dying for. He adds that the answer to all of them is the same; only love. What do you think about this statement? Can you think of other questions that might be necessary to ask, in order to have a meaningful life and be happy? What might those questions be?

10. Cameron is unhappy with the idea of fighting werewolves again, and says that all he wants is a normal life. Yet he chooses to help Zach anyway, in spite of how he feels. Has there ever been a time when someone you loved needed you to do something you didn’t like? How do you think it might have changed the story, if Cameron had refused to help?

11. When he first gets to France, Zach talks about culture shock and how all the little differences add up to make him feel uneasy and out of place after a while. Have you ever visited a place that made you feel uncomfortable like that? If so, where was it and what were some of the differences you noticed? 

12. Things don’t always turn out the way Zach hopes they will. Give some examples of times when you’ve been disappointed, and tell how you were able to handle the situation.

13. In the end, Zach still has hundreds of bottles of spring water that Miss Edith gave to him. What do you think he might do with that water in the future? What would you choose to do with it, if you were the one Miss Edith had given it to?

14. There are still thousands of sleeping ex-werewolves to awaken. What are some of the problems you think these people might face when Zach brings them back to life? What problems might Zach and the others have to deal with?
Discussion Questions – Truesilver

1. Zach warns Cameron not to let himself get too close to Joan. Considering how things turned out, do you think that was good advice or not? Explain why you think so.

2. Joan was very untrusting and defiant when she first woke up. Why do you think she might have felt that way? What kind of experiences might she have had that led her to become the type of person she was?

3. Matthieu tells Zach that he has a likable aura which encourages people to help him. Have you ever known people whose personalities made you instantly like them (or dislike them), even before you really knew them? Talk about some of those experiences.

4. Zach says that all tormenters have suck-ups and toadies, and that these people are just as black-hearted and evil as the ones they look up to. How do you feel about this? Do you agree with that assessment, or do you think ringleaders are worse than their followers to some extent? Explain why you think as you do.

5. At one point, Zach quotes the ancient proverb Death Before Dishonor, with the meaning that one should never betray the principles he/she believes in, no matter how high the cost. Discuss how you feel about this concept of honor. Are there ever any circumstances when exceptions should be made? Explain your thoughts.  

6. Zach says that since God is outside of time, then so are our prayers to Him, and therefore it’s possible for us to be the partial cause of things which took place long before we were born, provided we don’t already know what the outcome was. Discuss this idea. Are there any people or events in the past that you would want to pray for? Share some of these things and why you’d want to pray for them.

7. What do you think Zach meant when he said that not all the monsters in the world are cursed ones? Explain what you think he meant by this and the ways it might apply in everyday life.

8. Zach says that love is a beautiful thing, and the whole world bows down in awe at the sight of it. Do you think this is true? Are there any exceptions?

9. According to the book, there’s a huge difference between magic and miracles; namely, that magic is the power to do as we please, while miracles must be asked for and may or may not be granted. Discuss this difference and why it matters.

10.  The "theme" of a story is the underlying message or messages about life the author is trying to convey. It is the lesson or moral of the story, such as “Love conquers all”. What do you think the theme of Truesilver is? (There can be more than one.)

11. Zach says that when you start thinking about leaving behind a place that you love, then you have a tendency to pull it close to your heart while you still can. Discuss this. Do you think this is true? What are some ways you think the area where you live has affected who you are and how you see the world?

12. Zach and Cameron have been very close for a long time and have a strong bond. How do you think Cameron felt, when he saw himself in the future and knew there was no coming back? Describe any mixed feelings you think he might have had and why. 

13. Cameron named his first son Christopher, which Zach’s parents had once intended to be his name. What do you think Cameron’s purposes for doing this might have been? (There can be several.) 

14. Near the end, Zach says he wishes he knew more about Cody McGrath’s story, but he doesn’t actually ask. Have there ever been times in a story when you were left wondering about what happened to a certain character or how a certain sequence of events turned out? Do you prefer to have everything tied up at the end, or would you rather have some things left unanswered?

15. What are some of the mistakes you think the characters in this book made, and what should they have done differently?
Discussion Questions – Lion’s Heart

   1.  Cameron has doubts about whether he should try to save Philip or not, even though he knows it’s not possible.  Do you think he did the right thing?  What would you have done in his place?

   2.  Matthieu Doucet told his great-grandson Damon never to turn away from God’s callings, even if he didn’t think he wanted them at the time.  Discuss this idea.  Has there ever been a time when God asked you to do something you didn’t want to do?

   3.  Cameron says there are certain victories that cost so much in blood and tears that no decent person could find the heart to celebrate them.  Do you agree with this statement?  Explain why or why not.

   4.  Brandon said that God sometimes uses the weak and foolish things of this world to accomplish His purposes, so as to shame the proud and mighty ones who consider themselves strong.  Consider this idea, and describe a time when a weak or foolish person was able to accomplish something a stronger person couldn’t.

   5.  Joan says it’s not very hard to convince people to do things they already wanted to do anyway.  Has there ever been a time when someone convinced you to do something you knew was foolish or wrong?

   6.  Brandon says that one of the first rules of survival is not to worry about things you can’t help.  Suppose you were stranded on a deserted tropical island.  What things would you need to think about for survival?  What would you need to ignore?  Would things be any different in a deserted city?

   7.  Cameron says that if your girlfriend falls off a cliff, then it doesn’t help much to jump after her yourself.  Explain what you think he meant by this.

   8.  Tyler says that sometimes the good and the righteous are taken early so as to spare them from evil.  Discuss this idea.  Do you know of any people like this?

   9.  Cameron talks about how he’s more of a gardener than a monster-slayer.  Talk about what you think he meant by this.  Do you agree with him, or would you rather be a monster-slayer like Zach?  Explain your reasoning.

   10.  Damon says that it’s always on the darkest nights that a candle shines brightest.  Describe what you think he means and how you could apply this lesson to your own life.

   11.  Brandon says that life isn’t easy, but it’s always worth it.  Do you agree with him?  Explain why or why not.  

   12.  Joan says she’s not afraid to love a man, but she’s not afraid to shoot one, either.  Do you think she was only joking, or was there a grain of truth to what she said?  Give reasons for why you think as you do.

   13.  Dr. Garza did several things to modify the world of Cairon.  Do you think all his changes were evil ones, or did he accomplish any good things, too?  Give reasons for your answers.

   14.  Many of the plants and animals on Cairon are very strange or dangerous ones.  Suppose you had gone with Cameron and the others to visit.  Which plant or animal would you fear the most?  Which would be most interesting?

   15.  Suppose that you were asked to lead an expedition to explore a strange new world.  What kind of companions and supplies would you want to take with you?

   16.  The theme of a story is the underlying message about life the author is trying to convey.  It’s the lesson or moral of the story, such as Love conquers all.  What do you think the theme of this book is?  (There can be several.) 

   17.  Some events in the story were left unexplained.  At the end of the book, were there still things you wondered about and would like to know?  Describe what these are.  

   18.  Other than Cameron, discuss your favorite character from Lion’s Heart and explain why it is that you like (or dislike) this person so much.  Give examples of things he/she said or did which you especially enjoyed.

   19.  Cameron and the other characters make several mistakes during the story, and they aren’t always wise.  What are some of the mistakes you think they made, and what should they have done differently?

   20.  When he first goes to the future, Cameron discovers that the world has changed in many drastic ways from what he’s always been used to.  Were there any changes you thought were especially surprising or interesting?  Explain why you think so.

