Discussion Questions - Elysium

1.  Tyke says that his life has been a bridge between the things of God and the things of science.  Discuss this idea.  Do you think such a bridge is needed?  Explain why or why not.

2.  Brandon says that we should never do anything at all which isn’t done for the sake of love.  Explain what you think he meant.

3.  Tyke says that anything which is self-contradictory is absolutely impossible, even for God (such as, it’s impossible for Him to create a rock so big that He can’t lift it).  Discuss this idea.  Have you ever wished for something which was self-contradictory in this way?  What did you finally do in that situation?  

4.  Tyke says that it’s not very wise to invite a poisonous snake to come live in your house, even if he seems harmless at the time.  What do you think he meant by this?  Have you ever made friends with someone that you knew it was unwise to associate with, just because they seemed fun or interesting?  What happened as a result?

5.  Philip says that most moral questions are very simple, and it’s usually when we’re looking for an excuse to do wrong that we try to make them complicated.  Discuss a time when you made this mistake and what happened as a result.

6.  Tyke often likes to quote things which Philip and others have told him.  Is there a particular person in your life whose wisdom has influenced you?  Discuss that person and some of the things you’ve learned from him or her.

7.  Near the end, Tyke faces a difficult choice about whether to accept his destiny and drink the water Brandon offers him, or to keep on with his normal life.  If you had been in Tyke’s shoes, which choice would you have made?  Explain your reasons.  

8.  On Christmas Day, Danielle says that a grateful heart is happy anywhere, or in other words that thankfulness is the key to happiness.  Discuss this idea.  Do you believe this is true?  Why or why not?

9.  At one point, Tyke says that he might have thought slightly better of Colonel Burns if he believed that the man harbored a disinterested love of beauty.  Suppose you knew or read about a very wicked person like Colonel Burns, and then discovered that they also had one or more noble traits also.  Would this change your opinion of him or her?  Discuss why or why not.

10.  The "theme" of a story is the underlying message or messages about life the author is trying to convey.  It is the lesson or moral of the story, such as “Love conquers all”.  What do you think the theme of Elysium is?  (There can be more than one.)

11.  Considering all the places Tyke has visited during this series, which one do you think is most interesting?  Which one would you most like to visit yourself?  Give reasons for your choices.

12.  Brandon often likes to lead missions personally, and has a low opinion of commanders who don’t.  Do you consider his attitude to be courageous, or do you think it’s unwise of him to risk depriving his soldiers of a leader?  Give reasons for your opinion.

13.  Suppose that you were Colonel Burns and could choose whether to live on Mars or Venus.  Which one would you choose, and why?  Why do you think Colonel Burns chose Mars?  

14.  Other than Tyke, discuss your favorite character from Elysium and explain why you like (or dislike) this person so much.  Give examples of things he/she said or did which you especially enjoyed.

15.  Tycho and the other characters make several mistakes during the story, and they aren’t always wise.  What are some of the mistakes you think they made, and what should they have done differently?

16.  Brandon’s informant on Mars sympathized with the rebels, but wasn’t willing to actually join them herself.  What reasons do you think she might have had for this?  Are there any circumstances which might lead you to make the same choice that she did? 

17.  Suppose you were asked to interview any character from this book.  Which character would you choose, and what questions would you most want to ask him or her?

18.  At one point, Tyke says he might decide to bring back the saber toothed tiger or the woolly mammoth.  Consider this idea.  What are some of the risks and benefits of bringing back extinct animals?  If you had the power to bring back just one extinct animal in today’s world, which one would you choose?  Give reasons for your answer.

Overall Series Questions

1.  Several characters in this series have had their own adventures in the past which directly affect what happens to Tyke and the others.  Among these were Brandon Stone, Philip Carpenter, Zach Trewick, Cody McGrath, and others.  Which of these secondary characters were most interesting to you, and which of them would you most like to read more about?  Give reasons for your answer.

2.  In the very beginning, Philip predicts that the world will die for lack of love, and that if there’s anything to be saved from the ruins then it will only be love that saves them.  Discuss the ways in which both halves of this prediction came true as the series progressed.

3.  Tyke begins as a rather lukewarm Christian who doesn’t think much about his faith, but then ends up taking his relationship with God very seriously indeed.  What events in the series do you think were especially important in helping to lead him in that direction?

4.  What do you consider to be the single most important moment in this entire series?  Give reasons for your answer.

5.  Suppose you were told that it was your fate or destiny to do a certain thing or to be a certain kind of person.  How would you feel about this?  Do you know what your own purpose in life is?  If so, what steps have you taken to reach that goal?  If you’re not sure what your purpose is, how might you go about finding out?

