Cry for the Moon

Discussion Questions
1.  Zach has grown up all his life in a family of werewolves, and yet chooses not to accept that kind of life for himself.  Have you ever had a serious disagreement with someone important to you?  If so, how did that make you feel?

2.  Zach says that making choices isn’t always easy, even when you know what you want.  What do you think he meant by this?

3.  In order to escape from the werewolf curse, Zach decides to run away from home and find his uncle Justin in Texas, whom he has never met.  Do you think this was a wise plan?  What else might Zach have done instead?

4.  In Sulphur Springs, Zach is mostly afraid of the people who might feel sorry for him and try to help.  What do you think about this?  Give examples of how it might be possible to want to help someone and yet end up doing them more harm than good.

5.  After hearing Zach’s story, Justin agrees to let him stay.  What are some of the dangers Justin faced by making this choice?  Would you have handled the situation any differently?

6.  Zach is forced to give up many things by running away, but he also gained some things.  Do you think his choice was worth the price he paid?  Why or why not?

7.  At one point, Zach says that you should never cry for the moon; that is, you shouldn’t wish for things which are impossible.  How do you feel about that statement?  Do you think it’s wise, or do you think it might lead people to give up too easily when things seem difficult?

8.   Justin tells Zach that it might help him deal with his feelings if he takes the time to write down his story and work it out on paper.  In what ways do you think this might be helpful to someone who is struggling with a difficult problem or painful memories?
9.  Although Eileen’s feelings are not discussed very much, how do you think she might have felt about Justin’s decision to let Zach move in?  What do you think Justin and Eileen might have said to each other about this issue?

10.  Zach finds it hard to understand why his family won’t even talk to him after he runs away.  Why do you think they reacted in that way?
11.  Why do you think Justin chose to leave Wolfe City after his grandparents passed away, even though he’d lived there in the same house for his entire life?

12.  Several times, Zach has to come up with ways to survive and solve problems while he’s on the run.  Are there any times when you think he could have made better choices or done things differently?  Be as specific as you can.

13.  Zach does several odd jobs to help him earn money, including raking leaves and cleaning out garages.  What are some other things he might have done to earn money?

14.  Several experiences in Sulphur Springs make Zach sad, including visiting Stonewall Street and seeing the Christmas decorations up.  Are there any places you’ve ever visited that made you sad or caused you to have other strong feelings?  What were those places and why did they make you feel that way?

15.  Zach has a hard time deciding what he really thinks about God near the end of the book, although he doesn’t say much about it.  What are some of the doubts and thoughts you think he might have had?      

