Discussion Questions 

Unclouded Day
1.  Characters often change during the course of a story.  In what ways do you think Brian and the other characters changed during this one?

2.  Brian’s mother has serious problems with alcohol abuse and bad temper.  What kinds of experiences do you think she might have had which led her to become the kind of person she is?

3.  From the beginning, Brian’s deepest wish was to remake the world so that there are no bad things anymore.  Why do you think he had this wish?

4.  The Fountain can only be found by those who are chosen and found worthy.  Why do you think this is true, and why do you think Brian was chosen?  What might happen if anyone could find it?

5.  Sadie Jones told Brian that he should drink from the Fountain if he had the courage, implying that not everyone does.  What are some reasons why a person might reach the Fountain, and then choose not to drink from it after all?

6.  Some of the mysteries in the story are never explained and some problems aren't resolved.  Puzzles in real life aren't always answered; some things we learn in time, and other things we never understand. What are your thoughts about this? Do you prefer stories that are neatly wrapped up, or ones that leave you wondering about some things?

7.  When Brandon dies, Brian thinks that all is lost, until Rachel reminds him of the power they now have.  Are there times when you needed someone to remind you of things you already knew?

8.  There were several times during the story when Brian and Rachel nearly died.  What do you think kept them going in spite of these difficult events?

9.  People who drink from the Fountain are given the power to wipe away ugliness in the world, to turn men’s eyes toward Heaven.  Do you think beauty is a reminder of God?  Why or why not?

10.    The "theme" of a story is the underlying message or messages about life the author is trying to convey.  It is the lesson or moral of the story, such as “Love conquers all”.  What do you think the theme of Unclouded Day is?  (There can be more than one.)

11.  Brian came to believe that using his power to fix the hurtful things in the world is the right thing to do, in spite of how much it will cost him (and others).  Do you agree?  Have you ever done something because it was the right thing to do, even though it was dangerous or other people thought it was foolish?  What?

12.  In the beginning, Brian carelessly overlooked the instructions carved on the amulet and ended up causing several awful things to happen, including Brandon’s death.  Has there ever been a time when you were careless and it caused serious problems for you or others?

13.  The inscription on the Fountain reads “The strong of heart shall drink of Me; the life-giving Life, and the Beauty that makes beautiful.”  Explain what you think this means and why it would be on the Fountain.

14.  Near the end, the story mentions that Brandon goes to drink from the Fountain for his own reasons and with his own burdens to carry.  What do you think these burdens might be, and how would drinking from the Fountain help him?

15.  Brian makes several mistakes throughout the story, and he isn’t always wise.  What are some of the mistakes you think he made, and what should he have done differently?

16.  Sometimes, bad and hurtful things happen because they help us to become better people than we could have been without them.  In what ways do you think the bad things in Brian’s life helped him to become a better person?

