Discussion Questions – Nightfall

1. Mike ends up in the future accidentally and then can’t get back home, an event which radically changes his life. Has there ever been something which permanently changed your life either for better or for worse? Discuss that event and how your life might have been different if it hadn’t happened.
2. Joey holds the opinion that worry is a sinful and ungodly thing to do because it shows lack of trust in God. Discuss this idea. Do you agree or disagree with his conclusion? Explain your reasoning.
3. Philip says that one way or another the world will die for lack of love. Explain what you think he meant by this. Do you agree or disagree with Philip’s prediction?

4. Joan says at one point that your circumstances are only as hard as you think they are, and don’t really have much to do with whether you’re happy or not. Do you think this is true? In what ways might a person who had very few material things still feel blessed and happy? In what ways might a very wealthy person lead a life of misery?

5. Mike’s mother says that God is good in all things, and that we should trust in His love and do whatever He asks of us, even when we don’t understand the reason. Has there ever been a time when God asked you to do something you didn’t understand? Discuss that experience and what the results of it were.

6. As Mike discovers, there’s often a difference between knowing the right thing and actually doing the right thing. Discuss this idea. Has there ever been a time when you knew the right thing but found it hard to do? How did that experience work out for you?

7. Annabelle says that human beings always have a choice. What exactly do you think she meant by this? Do you believe that human beings still have a choice to make, even in circumstances which may seem impossible? Discuss a time when you had a very hard choice to make.

8. Who was your favorite character from Nightfall? Discuss why you especially liked this person.

9. Philip asks the question: “So if we’re only like the curve in a waterfall, and there’s not a shred of matter that we could ever put a finger on and say that that’s really us, then what are we?” Since this is actually a proven fact, what do you think the answer to Philip’s question might be? What is it that makes a human being a human being?

10. Joey says that there’s no such thing as a normal life, and that even the most ordinary-looking people have their own burdens and issues to deal with, most of which you’d never guess. Has there ever been a time when you suddenly discovered that a friend or family member was struggling with a problem you never suspected they had? Discuss that experience.

11. The future world described in this story is very different in some ways. What aspect of the future in Nightfall did you think was most interesting? How likely do you think it is that a future like this might really happen?

12. Joan says at one point that it feels too much like a straitjacket if you know too much about future events. What do you think she meant? Do you agree, or do you think it might be fun to know the future ahead of time? If so, what things would you want to know and what things might you prefer not to know? Explain why.

13. Philip says that a man is only the sum of his memories. Discuss this idea. Do you think this is true? In what ways have your experiences made you into the person you are today?

14. One reason Mike likes Annabelle so well at first is because she’s so different from anyone he’s ever met before. Do you know any truly unique individuals? If so, describe that person and what it is that makes them so unusual.

15. There are several unanswered questions at the end of Nightfall, such as what will happen to Mike and Annabelle or what happens to Lieutenant Bartow. What are some of the things you still wonder about, and how would you like to see them turn out?

16. Mike’s decisions aren’t always wise. What are some things you think he should have done differently? How might things have turned out in that case?

