Discussion Questions – Tycho

1. Characters often change during the course of a story. In what ways do you think Tycho and the others changed during this one?

2. Tycho discovers the Orion Strain by hacking into a government database, which is illegal. Danielle sold drugs and stole things. Do you think it’s ever okay to break the law or do something wrong? Discuss why or why not, and give examples. 

3. Dr. Weiss insists that the only people who should be allowed to go to the Moon and have a chance to survive are those who can have lots of children and repopulate the world someday. What do you think about this idea? Do you agree, or would you have chosen people for other reasons? Explain why you think as you do. 

4. Tyke made the choice to risk his life several times during the story, by going after the ball of thorium, and by deciding to expose himself to the Orion Strain in the hope of finding a cure for it. Have you ever had to do something dangerous for the sake of people you love? Talk about that experience, or discuss what kinds of circumstances you think might require you to do something brave. 

5. Tyke said there’s a difference between bravery and stupidity. What do you think he meant by that? Compare examples of things you consider brave and others which you think are foolish.

6. Tyke never discovers why Dr. Weiss released the Orion Strain on the Moon, or why the original creators of the bacteria would do such a thing on Earth. What are your thoughts about this? Why do you think someone would choose to do something like that?

7. At one point, everyone is almost certain that Danielle, Chris, and Drew are dead, which turned out not to be true. Do you think Tyke and the others made the right decision by leaving Lakeside and trying to save the ones they could, or should they have stayed longer and tried to find the lost ones, even though it was very dangerous? 

8. Danielle kidnapped Derrick and took him with her to the Moon in spite of the fact that Derrick’s mother wouldn’t allow it. Do you think Danielle was right to take him anyway, or could she have thought of some other way to handle the situation? What would you have done, in her place?

9. What do you think about Tycho’s statement that “life is nothing without love”? Do you believe this is true? Explain why you agree with this statement or why you don’t agree.

10.  The "theme" of a story is the underlying message or messages about life the author is trying to convey. It is the lesson or moral of the story, such as “Love conquers all”. What do you think the theme of Tycho is? (There can be more than one.)

11. Tycho felt that the terraformers had done wrong by creating such a beautiful world and then leaving it to run down and die. Do you think people have a responsibility to take care of the Earth? Why or why not? 

12. Philip sometimes gave his other children the idea that he loved Callum best of all. How would you have felt about this, if you were Jesse or Chris or Veronica? How would you have felt about it if you were Callum?

13. Why do you think Tyke was so slow to tell Danielle how he felt about her? 

14. Students at the Academy have to live away from home for long periods of time, but they also get to study things that interest them and socialize with friends. Do you think you would enjoy going to school at a place like the Academy? Why or why not?

15. Tycho and the other characters make several mistakes during the story, and they aren’t always wise. What are some of the mistakes you think they made, and what should they have done differently? 

