Discussion Questions – Nightfall

1. Mike ends up in the future accidentally and then can’t get back home, an event which radically changes his life. Has there ever been something which permanently changed your life either for better or for worse? Discuss that event and how your life might have been different if it hadn’t happened.
2. Joey holds the opinion that worry is a sinful and ungodly thing to do because it shows lack of trust in God. Discuss this idea. Do you agree or disagree with his conclusion? Explain your reasoning.
3. Philip says that one way or another the world will die for lack of love. Explain what you think he meant by this. Do you agree or disagree with Philip’s prediction?

4. Joan says at one point that your circumstances are only as hard as you think they are, and don’t really have much to do with whether you’re happy or not. Do you think this is true? In what ways might a person who had very few material things still feel blessed and happy? In what ways might a very wealthy person lead a life of misery?

5. Mike’s mother says that God is good in all things, and that we should trust in His love and do whatever He asks of us, even when we don’t understand the reason. Has there ever been a time when God asked you to do something you didn’t understand? Discuss that experience and what the results of it were.

6. As Mike discovers, there’s often a difference between knowing the right thing and actually doing the right thing. Discuss this idea. Has there ever been a time when you knew the right thing but found it hard to do? How did that experience work out for you?

7. Annabelle says that human beings always have a choice. What exactly do you think she meant by this? Do you believe that human beings still have a choice to make, even in circumstances which may seem impossible? Discuss a time when you had a very hard choice to make.

8. Who was your favorite character from Nightfall? Discuss why you especially liked this person.

9. Philip asks the question: “So if we’re only like the curve in a waterfall, and there’s not a shred of matter that we could ever put a finger on and say that that’s really us, then what are we?” Since this is actually a proven fact, what do you think the answer to Philip’s question might be? What is it that makes a human being a human being?

10. Joey says that there’s no such thing as a normal life, and that even the most ordinary-looking people have their own burdens and issues to deal with, most of which you’d never guess. Has there ever been a time when you suddenly discovered that a friend or family member was struggling with a problem you never suspected they had? Discuss that experience.

11. The future world described in this story is very different in some ways. What aspect of the future in Nightfall did you think was most interesting? How likely do you think it is that a future like this might really happen?

12. Joan says at one point that it feels too much like a straitjacket if you know too much about future events. What do you think she meant? Do you agree, or do you think it might be fun to know the future ahead of time? If so, what things would you want to know and what things might you prefer not to know? Explain why.

13. Philip says that a man is only the sum of his memories. Discuss this idea. Do you think this is true? In what ways have your experiences made you into the person you are today?

14. One reason Mike likes Annabelle so well at first is because she’s so different from anyone he’s ever met before. Do you know any truly unique individuals? If so, describe that person and what it is that makes them so unusual.

15. There are several unanswered questions at the end of Nightfall, such as what will happen to Mike and Annabelle or what happens to Lieutenant Bartow. What are some of the things you still wonder about, and how would you like to see them turn out?

16. Mike’s decisions aren’t always wise. What are some things you think he should have done differently? How might things have turned out in that case?

Discussion Questions – Tycho

1. Characters often change during the course of a story. In what ways do you think Tycho and the others changed during this one?

2. Tycho discovers the Orion Strain by hacking into a government database, which is illegal. Danielle sold drugs and stole things. Do you think it’s ever okay to break the law or do something wrong? Discuss why or why not, and give examples. 

3. Dr. Weiss insists that the only people who should be allowed to go to the Moon and have a chance to survive are those who can have lots of children and repopulate the world someday. What do you think about this idea? Do you agree, or would you have chosen people for other reasons? Explain why you think as you do. 

4. Tyke made the choice to risk his life several times during the story, by going after the ball of thorium, and by deciding to expose himself to the Orion Strain in the hope of finding a cure for it. Have you ever had to do something dangerous for the sake of people you love? Talk about that experience, or discuss what kinds of circumstances you think might require you to do something brave. 

5. Tyke said there’s a difference between bravery and stupidity. What do you think he meant by that? Compare examples of things you consider brave and others which you think are foolish.

6. Tyke never discovers why Dr. Weiss released the Orion Strain on the Moon, or why the original creators of the bacteria would do such a thing on Earth. What are your thoughts about this? Why do you think someone would choose to do something like that?

7. At one point, everyone is almost certain that Danielle, Chris, and Drew are dead, which turned out not to be true. Do you think Tyke and the others made the right decision by leaving Lakeside and trying to save the ones they could, or should they have stayed longer and tried to find the lost ones, even though it was very dangerous? 

8. Danielle kidnapped Derrick and took him with her to the Moon in spite of the fact that Derrick’s mother wouldn’t allow it. Do you think Danielle was right to take him anyway, or could she have thought of some other way to handle the situation? What would you have done, in her place?

9. What do you think about Tycho’s statement that “life is nothing without love”? Do you believe this is true? Explain why you agree with this statement or why you don’t agree.

10.  The "theme" of a story is the underlying message or messages about life the author is trying to convey. It is the lesson or moral of the story, such as “Love conquers all”. What do you think the theme of Tycho is? (There can be more than one.)

11. Tycho felt that the terraformers had done wrong by creating such a beautiful world and then leaving it to run down and die. Do you think people have a responsibility to take care of the Earth? Why or why not? 

12. Philip sometimes gave his other children the idea that he loved Callum best of all. How would you have felt about this, if you were Jesse or Chris or Veronica? How would you have felt about it if you were Callum?

13. Why do you think Tyke was so slow to tell Danielle how he felt about her? 

14. Students at the Academy have to live away from home for long periods of time, but they also get to study things that interest them and socialize with friends. Do you think you would enjoy going to school at a place like the Academy? Why or why not?

15. Tycho and the other characters make several mistakes during the story, and they aren’t always wise. What are some of the mistakes you think they made, and what should they have done differently? 

Discussion Questions – Avenger

1. People sometimes forget that beautiful things can be just as dangerous as ugly ones, as when Tyke and the others carelessly overlooked the dangers of Hawaii simply because it was pretty. Discuss this idea. Why do you think people might feel this way?

2. Tycho says that every event has its good points, no matter how awful it was, such as the fact that the Orion Strain made it possible for the stars to shine brighter because the earth is dark. Think about a time when something bad happened and see if you can pick one or two good things that came out of it. 

3. At one point in the story, Tyke talks about how hope can sometimes make people sick at heart. What do you think about this idea? Has this ever happened to you or to someone you know? 

4. The A’rum live in a world and a culture very different from our own. Suppose you were an A’rum who visited your town. What might you think of it? What things would seem strangest or most interesting to you? Would anything seem familiar? 

5. On Tortola, Tyke hesitates at first before taking the oath of an Avenger. How would you feel, if you were asked to do this? Would you say yes or no? Explain why you think as you do.

6. Joan said that she expected her children to refuse any orders which were ungodly, but that had better be the only reason they ever had for disobedience. Do you agree with this idea? Explain.

7. Tyke says that going to school at the Academy has made him shy of talking about spiritual things, even in private. Have there ever been times when you felt this way? What could Tyke (or Philip, or Joan, or Jesse) have done to make things easier? 

8. Tyke experiences several things which are hard to explain during the story. Discuss some of your own experiences of things which may have seemed inexplicable at the time. 

9. At one point, Tyke says that Philip and Joan are turning out to have more interesting facets than he ever suspected before. Has there ever been a time when you thought you knew someone very well, and then suddenly discovered something new about them? Discuss that experience.

10.  The "theme" of a story is the underlying message or messages about life the author is trying to convey. It is the lesson or moral of the story, such as “Love conquers all”. What do you think the theme of Avenger is? (There can be more than one.)

11. Discuss the concept of the honor of the intellect; that is, the idea that we should follow logic wherever it leads us, regardless of whether we like it or not. Do you agree with this idea? How difficult do you think it might be to practice this virtue in real life? 

12. Philip revealed several facts about himself which Tyke and Jesse had never known before. Which of these facts were most surprising to you? Which of them do you think would have been most surprising if you were Tyke or Jesse? Give reasons.

13. Near the end, Jesse began referring to himself as Jesse Parker, or what he called his real name. Why do you think he did this? If you were Jesse, what would you have done? Explain your thoughts. 

14. Tyke grants Danielle the name of Akiri, a title of A’rum nobility. Do you believe she earned this title? If so, give examples of things she did which were brave and honorable. If not, explain why you don’t think her actions were enough to merit the title.

15. Tycho and the other characters make several mistakes during the story, and they aren’t always wise. What are some of the mistakes you think they made, and what should they have done differently?

16. Avenger contains several unanswered questions about what will happen and how things came about in the past. List some of the things you were still curious about at the end of the book and speculate about how they might turn out or how they came to be. 

17. The A’rum referred to Titan as the beautiful land, which Tyke had a hard time understanding. Are there any aspects to Titan which you found to be beautiful, or would you agree with Tyke that for humans it will probably always seem like an ugly place? Explain why you think as you do.

18. If you had been asked to join the expedition to Titan yourself, would you have wanted to go? Why or why not?

Discussion Questions – Freedom

1. Tyke says that it’s possible for a person’s heart to die long before his mind or his body, and when that happens then he’s no longer fully human anymore. What do you think he meant by this? Explain your thoughts.

2. Tycho says that evil people have the idea that life is cheap, and individuals don’t matter, and that it’s worth inflicting terrible harm in the name of some greater good. Do you agree with this definition of evil? Give examples of times when people have used these kinds of reasons to justify doing horrible things.

3. Philip says that love is easy, for those who do it. Explain what you think he meant by this and how you could apply this idea in your own life. 

4. Tyke says that the world is full of more wonders than he ever dreamed of, back in the days when he thought he knew it all. In what ways do you think being a know-it-all might blind someone to the real world or keep them from understanding something? Give examples.

5. Tyke says that even the brave and the good don’t always find a happy ending in life. Discuss this idea, especially as it relates to your life as a Christian. Why do you think God sometimes allows bad things to happen to people?

6. Tyke says that treachery stings, even when you know full well that you should have seen it coming ahead of time. Discuss a time when you were betrayed by someone you trusted, and the feelings you experienced because of that.

7. After his parents arrive, Tyke finds himself forced to readjust many ideas he’s believed for a long time. Discuss a time when you suddenly discovered something which made you see the world or some particular person in a whole new way. 

8. During this story, Tyke learns many things about his grandparents and other family members which he didn’t know before. In what ways do you think your ancestors have affected the person you are today? Are there any traits they possessed which you can see in yourself?

9. At one point, Tyke says that the Defense Forces have always liked to believe they were champions of liberty, even when they were anything but. Discuss this idea. In what ways do you think the NADF might have sincerely believed they were doing good, in spite of their actions?

10. The "theme" of a story is the underlying message or messages about life the author is trying to convey. It is the lesson or moral of the story, such as “Love conquers all”. What do you think the theme of Freedom is? (There can be more than one.)

11. One of the first things Tyke notices about the settlers on Venus is that all of them are young and good-looking. Suppose you were asked to select people to form a colony on another planet. What traits would you look for, and why? What traits would you want to avoid? Give reasons for your choices.

12. At one point, Jesse is almost killed while trying to save Tyke, and left with permanent injuries. How would you have felt about this, if you were Tyke? How would you have felt if you were Philip or Joan, or perhaps Leah? Consider this event from several viewpoints.

13. Tyke says that the cost of courage can be high sometimes. Explain what you think he meant by this. 

14. Other than Tyke, discuss your favorite character from Freedom and explain why it is that you like (or dislike) this person so much. Give examples of things he/she said or did which you especially enjoyed.

15. Tycho and the other characters make several mistakes during the story, and they aren’t always wise. What are some of the mistakes you think they made, and what should they have done differently?

16. Suppose you were one of the settlers on Venus. Would you have wanted to join Captain Stone’s rebel group, or would you have preferred to wait things out and see if they improved on their own? Give reasons for your choice. 

17. What reasons do you think Olivia might have had for remaining so loyal to Colonel Bartow? Do you think there might have been anything Tyke or the others could have said or done to change her mind? Explain why or why not.

Discussion Questions - Elysium

1.  Tyke says that his life has been a bridge between the things of God and the things of science.  Discuss this idea.  Do you think such a bridge is needed?  Explain why or why not.

2.  Brandon says that we should never do anything at all which isn’t done for the sake of love.  Explain what you think he meant.

3.  Tyke says that anything which is self-contradictory is absolutely impossible, even for God (such as, it’s impossible for Him to create a rock so big that He can’t lift it).  Discuss this idea.  Have you ever wished for something which was self-contradictory in this way?  What did you finally do in that situation?  

4.  Tyke says that it’s not very wise to invite a poisonous snake to come live in your house, even if he seems harmless at the time.  What do you think he meant by this?  Have you ever made friends with someone that you knew it was unwise to associate with, just because they seemed fun or interesting?  What happened as a result?

5.  Philip says that most moral questions are very simple, and it’s usually when we’re looking for an excuse to do wrong that we try to make them complicated.  Discuss a time when you made this mistake and what happened as a result.

6.  Tyke often likes to quote things which Philip and others have told him.  Is there a particular person in your life whose wisdom has influenced you?  Discuss that person and some of the things you’ve learned from him or her.

7.  Near the end, Tyke faces a difficult choice about whether to accept his destiny and drink the water Brandon offers him, or to keep on with his normal life.  If you had been in Tyke’s shoes, which choice would you have made?  Explain your reasons.  

8.  On Christmas Day, Danielle says that a grateful heart is happy anywhere, or in other words that thankfulness is the key to happiness.  Discuss this idea.  Do you believe this is true?  Why or why not?

9.  At one point, Tyke says that he might have thought slightly better of Colonel Burns if he believed that the man harbored a disinterested love of beauty.  Suppose you knew or read about a very wicked person like Colonel Burns, and then discovered that they also had one or more noble traits also.  Would this change your opinion of him or her?  Discuss why or why not.

10.  The "theme" of a story is the underlying message or messages about life the author is trying to convey.  It is the lesson or moral of the story, such as “Love conquers all”.  What do you think the theme of Elysium is?  (There can be more than one.)

11.  Considering all the places Tyke has visited during this series, which one do you think is most interesting?  Which one would you most like to visit yourself?  Give reasons for your choices.

12.  Brandon often likes to lead missions personally, and has a low opinion of commanders who don’t.  Do you consider his attitude to be courageous, or do you think it’s unwise of him to risk depriving his soldiers of a leader?  Give reasons for your opinion.

13.  Suppose that you were Colonel Burns and could choose whether to live on Mars or Venus.  Which one would you choose, and why?  Why do you think Colonel Burns chose Mars?  

14.  Other than Tyke, discuss your favorite character from Elysium and explain why you like (or dislike) this person so much.  Give examples of things he/she said or did which you especially enjoyed.

15.  Tycho and the other characters make several mistakes during the story, and they aren’t always wise.  What are some of the mistakes you think they made, and what should they have done differently?

16.  Brandon’s informant on Mars sympathized with the rebels, but wasn’t willing to actually join them herself.  What reasons do you think she might have had for this?  Are there any circumstances which might lead you to make the same choice that she did? 

17.  Suppose you were asked to interview any character from this book.  Which character would you choose, and what questions would you most want to ask him or her?

18.  At one point, Tyke says he might decide to bring back the saber toothed tiger or the woolly mammoth.  Consider this idea.  What are some of the risks and benefits of bringing back extinct animals?  If you had the power to bring back just one extinct animal in today’s world, which one would you choose?  Give reasons for your answer.

Overall Series Questions

1.  Several characters in this series have had their own adventures in the past which directly affect what happens to Tyke and the others.  Among these were Brandon Stone, Philip Carpenter, Zach Trewick, Cody McGrath, and others.  Which of these secondary characters were most interesting to you, and which of them would you most like to read more about?  Give reasons for your answer.

2.  In the very beginning, Philip predicts that the world will die for lack of love, and that if there’s anything to be saved from the ruins then it will only be love that saves them.  Discuss the ways in which both halves of this prediction came true as the series progressed.

3.  Tyke begins as a rather lukewarm Christian who doesn’t think much about his faith, but then ends up taking his relationship with God very seriously indeed.  What events in the series do you think were especially important in helping to lead him in that direction?

4.  What do you consider to be the single most important moment in this entire series?  Give reasons for your answer.

5.  Suppose you were told that it was your fate or destiny to do a certain thing or to be a certain kind of person.  How would you feel about this?  Do you know what your own purpose in life is?  If so, what steps have you taken to reach that goal?  If you’re not sure what your purpose is, how might you go about finding out?

