Discussion Questions
Bran the Blessed

1.  Cody says that Brandon has a problem with love and trust.  Name some events in the book which support Cody’s viewpoint.
2.  Dr. Anderson says that a life of selfless love is also a life of joy.  Discuss this idea.  Do you believe that unselfishness is really the key to happiness, or is there more to having a good life than just that?  Explain why you think as you do.
3.  Several times in the book, it’s mentioned that God never breaks His own rules.  Explain what you think this means, and relate it to your own life in some way.  Describe a time when God has been faithful to something He promised you.  

4.  Brandon says that the heart knows only what it yearns for, even if the mind understands that it can never be.  Discuss this idea.  Has there ever been a time when you loved someone you knew you could never be with, or wanted something you knew was impossible?  Describe that situation and how you felt.

5.  Brandon visits several foreign countries in this story.  Have you ever visited another country?  Describe what that experience was like and how things were different than life at home.  If you’ve never done this, what things about Brandon’s visit to Russia were most interesting or unusual for you?

6.  Suppose you were at the party which Brandon and Lana attended in the beginning.  Would you have told them about the drugs, or would you have assumed they already knew?  Explain your answer. 

7.  Brandon and Lana are both very upset when they first find out about the baby.  How might you have felt and what things would have been on your mind, if you were in Brandon’s shoes?  Would your thoughts and feelings have been any different if you were in Lana’s position?  How might you have felt if you were Cody or Lisa?  Discuss this event from several different viewpoints.  

8.  Why do you think Crush Stone was so determined to keep Brandon from having any contact with the people he knew and loved?  If you had been Brandon, how might you have reacted to this?  

9.  At one point, Brandon listens while Lana plays Amazing Grace on the piano.  Is there a particular song, place, or object which holds special memories for you?  Tell what it is and discuss the events it reminds you of.

10.  Describe your favorite part of Bran the Blessed, and explain why you liked that part so well. 

11.  Cody says that he’s always wanted Brandon to grow up fearless to do what’s righteous and true, regardless of how dangerous it may be.  Consider this idea.  Do you agree or disagree with Cody’s viewpoint?  What specific things did Cody do to teach this rule?  Explain.

12.  The "theme" of a story is the underlying message or messages about life the author is trying to convey.  It is the lesson or moral of the story, such as “Love conquers all”.  What do you think the theme of Bran the Blessed is?  (There can be more than one.)

13.  Some events in the story were left unexplained.  At the end of the book, are there still things you’re curious about and would like to know?  Describe what these are.  

14.  Other than Brandon, discuss your favorite character from Bran the Blessed and explain why it is that you like (or dislike) this person so much.  Give examples of things he/she said or did which you especially enjoyed.

15.  Brandon and the other characters make several mistakes during the story, and they aren’t always wise.  What are some of the mistakes you think they made, and what should they have done differently?

16.  Suppose you discovered that God had plans for you to do some great and wonderful thing if you were willing, such as Brandon did when he went to Elysium.  How would you feel about this?  Would you be glad, worried, or perhaps even scared?  Would you be willing?  Explain your thoughts. 

17.  What reasons do you think Craig and Debo might have had for hating Brandon so much?  What kinds of things might he have done to offend them?  What might he have done to anger Prissy?

18.  Brother Manchin explains that good people suffer for the sake of the lost, just as Jesus did.  Consider this idea.  Do you agree or disagree?  Can you think of any times when the anguish of an innocent person has led someone to God or been a blessing to someone else?

19.  Dr. Anderson says that God loves us in subtle little ways all the time, even when we don’t pay attention.  Write down at least three small blessings God has given you today and then share them with another person.

20.  Cody says that praise is the greatest of all weapons against evil.  Do you agree with this?  Explain why or why not.

