Truesilver

Discussion Questions

1.  Zach warns Cameron not to let himself get too close to Joan.  Considering how things turned out, do you think that was good advice or not?  Explain why you think so.

2.  Joan was very untrusting and defiant when she first woke up.  Why do you think she might have felt that way?  What kind of experiences might she have had that led her to become the type of person she was?

3.  Matthieu tells Zach that he has a likable aura which encourages people to help him.  Have you ever known people whose personalities made you instantly like them (or dislike them), even before you really knew them?  Talk about some of those experiences.

4.  Zach says that all tormenters have suck-ups and toadies, and that these people are just as black-hearted and evil as the ones they look up to.  How do you feel about this?  Do you agree with that assessment, or do you think ringleaders are worse than their followers to some extent?  Explain why you think as you do.

5.  At one point, Zach quotes the ancient proverb Death Before Dishonor, with the meaning that one should never betray the principles he/she believes in, no matter how high the cost.  Discuss how you feel about this concept of honor.  Are there ever any circumstances when exceptions should be made?  Explain your thoughts.    

6.  Zach says that since God is outside of time, then so are our prayers to Him, and therefore it’s possible for us to be the partial cause of things which took place long before we were born, provided we don’t already know what the outcome was.  Discuss this idea.  Are there any people or events in the past that you would want to pray for?  Share some of these things and why you’d want to pray for them.

7.  What do you think Zach meant when he said that not all the monsters in the world are cursed ones?  Explain what you think he meant by this and the ways it might apply in everyday life.

8.  Zach says that love is a beautiful thing, and the whole world bows down in awe at the sight of it.  Do you think this is true?  Are there any exceptions?

9.  According to the book, there’s a huge difference between magic and miracles; namely, that magic is the power to do as we please, while miracles must be asked for and may or may not be granted.  Discuss this difference and why it matters.

10.    The "theme" of a story is the underlying message or messages about life the author is trying to convey.  It is the lesson or moral of the story, such as “Love conquers all”.  What do you think the theme of Truesilver is?  (There can be more than one.)

11.  Zach says that when you start thinking about leaving behind a place that you love, then you have a tendency to pull it close to your heart while you still can.  Discuss this.  Do you think this is true?  What are some ways you think the area where you live has affected who you are and how you see the world?

12.  Zach and Cameron have been very close for a long time and have a strong bond.  How do you think Cameron felt, when he saw himself in the future and knew there was no coming back?  Describe any mixed feelings you think he might have had and why. 

13.  Cameron named his first son Christopher, which Zach’s parents had once intended to be his name.  What do you think Cameron’s purposes for doing this might have been?  (There can be several.) 

14.  Near the end, Zach says he wishes he knew more about Cody McGrath’s story, but he doesn’t actually ask.  Have there ever been times in a story when you were left wondering about what happened to a certain character or how a certain sequence of events turned out?  Do you prefer to have everything tied up at the end, or would you rather have some things left unanswered?

15.  What are some of the mistakes you think the characters in this book made, and what should they have done differently?

