Discussion Questions – Avenger

1. People sometimes forget that beautiful things can be just as dangerous as ugly ones, as when Tyke and the others carelessly overlooked the dangers of Hawaii simply because it was pretty. Discuss this idea. Why do you think people might feel this way?

2. Tycho says that every event has its good points, no matter how awful it was, such as the fact that the Orion Strain made it possible for the stars to shine brighter because the earth is dark. Think about a time when something bad happened and see if you can pick one or two good things that came out of it. 

3. At one point in the story, Tyke talks about how hope can sometimes make people sick at heart. What do you think about this idea? Has this ever happened to you or to someone you know? 

4. The A’rum live in a world and a culture very different from our own. Suppose you were an A’rum who visited your town. What might you think of it? What things would seem strangest or most interesting to you? Would anything seem familiar? 

5. On Tortola, Tyke hesitates at first before taking the oath of an Avenger. How would you feel, if you were asked to do this? Would you say yes or no? Explain why you think as you do.

6. Joan said that she expected her children to refuse any orders which were ungodly, but that had better be the only reason they ever had for disobedience. Do you agree with this idea? Explain.

7. Tyke says that going to school at the Academy has made him shy of talking about spiritual things, even in private. Have there ever been times when you felt this way? What could Tyke (or Philip, or Joan, or Jesse) have done to make things easier? 

8. Tyke experiences several things which are hard to explain during the story. Discuss some of your own experiences of things which may have seemed inexplicable at the time. 

9. At one point, Tyke says that Philip and Joan are turning out to have more interesting facets than he ever suspected before. Has there ever been a time when you thought you knew someone very well, and then suddenly discovered something new about them? Discuss that experience.

10.  The "theme" of a story is the underlying message or messages about life the author is trying to convey. It is the lesson or moral of the story, such as “Love conquers all”. What do you think the theme of Avenger is? (There can be more than one.)

11. Discuss the concept of the honor of the intellect; that is, the idea that we should follow logic wherever it leads us, regardless of whether we like it or not. Do you agree with this idea? How difficult do you think it might be to practice this virtue in real life? 

12. Philip revealed several facts about himself which Tyke and Jesse had never known before. Which of these facts were most surprising to you? Which of them do you think would have been most surprising if you were Tyke or Jesse? Give reasons.

13. Near the end, Jesse began referring to himself as Jesse Parker, or what he called his real name. Why do you think he did this? If you were Jesse, what would you have done? Explain your thoughts. 

14. Tyke grants Danielle the name of Akiri, a title of A’rum nobility. Do you believe she earned this title? If so, give examples of things she did which were brave and honorable. If not, explain why you don’t think her actions were enough to merit the title.

15. Tycho and the other characters make several mistakes during the story, and they aren’t always wise. What are some of the mistakes you think they made, and what should they have done differently?

16. Avenger contains several unanswered questions about what will happen and how things came about in the past. List some of the things you were still curious about at the end of the book and speculate about how they might turn out or how they came to be. 

17. The A’rum referred to Titan as the beautiful land, which Tyke had a hard time understanding. Are there any aspects to Titan which you found to be beautiful, or would you agree with Tyke that for humans it will probably always seem like an ugly place? Explain why you think as you do.

18. If you had been asked to join the expedition to Titan yourself, would you have wanted to go? Why or why not?

