Discussion Questions – Freedom

1. Tyke says that it’s possible for a person’s heart to die long before his mind or his body, and when that happens then he’s no longer fully human anymore. What do you think he meant by this? Explain your thoughts.

2. Tycho says that evil people have the idea that life is cheap, and individuals don’t matter, and that it’s worth inflicting terrible harm in the name of some greater good. Do you agree with this definition of evil? Give examples of times when people have used these kinds of reasons to justify doing horrible things.

3. Philip says that love is easy, for those who do it. Explain what you think he meant by this and how you could apply this idea in your own life. 

4. Tyke says that the world is full of more wonders than he ever dreamed of, back in the days when he thought he knew it all. In what ways do you think being a know-it-all might blind someone to the real world or keep them from understanding something? Give examples.

5. Tyke says that even the brave and the good don’t always find a happy ending in life. Discuss this idea, especially as it relates to your life as a Christian. Why do you think God sometimes allows bad things to happen to people?

6. Tyke says that treachery stings, even when you know full well that you should have seen it coming ahead of time. Discuss a time when you were betrayed by someone you trusted, and the feelings you experienced because of that.

7. After his parents arrive, Tyke finds himself forced to readjust many ideas he’s believed for a long time. Discuss a time when you suddenly discovered something which made you see the world or some particular person in a whole new way. 

8. During this story, Tyke learns many things about his grandparents and other family members which he didn’t know before. In what ways do you think your ancestors have affected the person you are today? Are there any traits they possessed which you can see in yourself?

9. At one point, Tyke says that the Defense Forces have always liked to believe they were champions of liberty, even when they were anything but. Discuss this idea. In what ways do you think the NADF might have sincerely believed they were doing good, in spite of their actions?

10. The "theme" of a story is the underlying message or messages about life the author is trying to convey. It is the lesson or moral of the story, such as “Love conquers all”. What do you think the theme of Freedom is? (There can be more than one.)

11. One of the first things Tyke notices about the settlers on Venus is that all of them are young and good-looking. Suppose you were asked to select people to form a colony on another planet. What traits would you look for, and why? What traits would you want to avoid? Give reasons for your choices.

12. At one point, Jesse is almost killed while trying to save Tyke, and left with permanent injuries. How would you have felt about this, if you were Tyke? How would you have felt if you were Philip or Joan, or perhaps Leah? Consider this event from several viewpoints.

13. Tyke says that the cost of courage can be high sometimes. Explain what you think he meant by this. 

14. Other than Tyke, discuss your favorite character from Freedom and explain why it is that you like (or dislike) this person so much. Give examples of things he/she said or did which you especially enjoyed.

15. Tycho and the other characters make several mistakes during the story, and they aren’t always wise. What are some of the mistakes you think they made, and what should they have done differently?

16. Suppose you were one of the settlers on Venus. Would you have wanted to join Captain Stone’s rebel group, or would you have preferred to wait things out and see if they improved on their own? Give reasons for your choice. 

17. What reasons do you think Olivia might have had for remaining so loyal to Colonel Bartow? Do you think there might have been anything Tyke or the others could have said or done to change her mind? Explain why or why not.

